From: Annual Meeting 

To: aholder@gtu.edu ; wmwright@creighton.edu 

Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 2006 10:45 AM

Subject: AAR - Christian Spirituality Group

Dear Drs. Holder & Wright:

At our recent meeting, the Program Committee considered your report on the Christian Spirituality Group, Dr. Griffith’s helpful review, and your request for renewal.  A copy of the external review is attached to this e-mail.  I am happy to let you know that the group has been renewed for a five-year term (2007-2011) with 2 sessions per annual meeting, 3 if co-sponsoring a session.  

The Program Committee commends the important work the section is accomplishing.  The committee wants to highlight the reviewer’s recommendation for the unit to explore the deep history of Christian spirituality.  Delving into the historical aspects of the field would provide rich opportunities for several sessions.

The Program Committee is mindful of the concerns expressed at this year’s program unit chairs’ breakfast and in the program unit report comments.  The committee spent some time discussing questions about the 90-minute sessions.  After careful review, the committee decided to maintain the current policy:  all sections are required to host one 90-minute session and all groups that have earned an additional session by cosponsoring must host a 90-minute session somewhere in its program. The 90-minute session does not need to be the cosponsored session; it can be one of the group’s regular sessions.  

We encourage you to explore the possibilities.  The 90-minute sessions are a perfect vehicle to explore more innovative session formats from (1) restricting a panel to two 30-minute papers; (2) posting papers in advance to focus on discussion rather than presentation; (3) topical panel discussions; (4) discussion of a book or film; and (5) presentation on teaching in the field. 

The 90-minute session initiative is entering its second year of a three-year trial. The committee will evaluate its value and decide whether it will be a permanent feature of the Annual Meeting program at its December 2008 meeting.

Special attention was also paid to the best practices on the proposal review and notification process following the close of the Call for Papers each March.  The program committee recommends the following best practices:

· To allow adequate time for program units to evaluate proposals, there will be a proposal review period until March 15.  No proposals may be accepted or rejected during this review period.  
· In instances where an identical proposal is sent to two separate units, program unit chairs are encouraged to consult with one another on the unit’s plans to accept or reject it. 
· People are encouraged to place a preference order for which unit accepts the proposal when the proposal is submitted.  
· After March 15, acceptance and rejection notices may be sent. 
We encourage you to work in partnership as much as possible with your fellow program unit chairs.

A final note: the Program Committee is in a reflective mode with an eye toward the AAR’s centennial anniversary in 2009.  In light of this, we aim to assess the direction of the Annual Meeting program process, paying special interest to the interrelation of program unit topic areas, the program unit structure, and meeting policies.  We are excited about this work and hope that it will simplify the meeting process and lead to better collaboration between program units.

The copy of the 2007 Call for Papers will indicate that your unit has chosen to use OP3, e-mail, and e-mail with attachment and that either of you is the recipient of proposals.  It is your charge to see that the members of your steering committee access and utilize OP3 and in the refereeing process to assure that the very highest quality control is exercised.  We recommend the use of a blind refereeing system. 

If a member of our Executive Staff can be of any assistance, please be in touch with us.  We are eager to hear from you about ways in which we can support your work more effectively.  Submission instructions for Program Book copy and session requests will be e-mailed to you at the beginning of February.  You may also want to look at www.aarweb.org/annualmeet/progunitchair.asp for additional information for chairs.   As you know, timely submission of the information is important.  I look forward to working with you.

Yours, 

Jack Fitzmier

Executive Director

